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My disclosures 

•  Grífols: Scientific advisory board & honoraria 
•  Macopharma: Scientific advisory board  
•  Octapharma: Scientific advisory board 
•  Haemonetics: Honoraria 
•  Terumo: Honoraria 
•  Cook Biomedical: Scientific advisory board 
•  Verax Biomedical: Scientific advisory board  
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AABB/THOR joint work group 
•  AABB	(formerly	the	American	Associa1on	of	Blood	Banks)	is	
an	authority	on	all	things	blood	transfusion	

•  THOR	is	a	network	focused	on	improving	outcomes	for	
paBents	with	traumaBc	hemorrhagic	shock	

•  Lots	of	common	interests	
•  Joint	work	group	founded	in	summer	2016	



AABB/THOR joint work group 

•  Membership	is	diverse	
	

AABB	
Mark	Yazer	(co-chair)	
Andrew	Cap	
Roland	Fahie	
EmmeN	Gourdine	
Steve	Kleinman	
Steve	Sloan	
Jim	Stubbs	

THOR	
Phil	Spinella	(co-chair)	
Donald	Jenkins	
Ernest	Moore	
Paul	Ness	
Eilat	Shinar	
Kevin	Ward	
	



AABB organization 

Joint	work	group	

Clinical,	
ScienBfic	and	
Research	(CSR)	

Council		
Chair:	Sue	
Roseff	

AABB	
BoD	



AABB/THOR joint work group 

•  Broad	mandate:	
§  Develop	new	blood	use	in	massive	bleeding	policies	or	

standards	
§  Suggest	changes	to	exisBng	policies	or	standards	
§  Conduct	research	
§  Write	commentaries	
§  Liaise	with	regulatory	agencies	about	blood	product	

use	in	massive	bleeding	
§  Promulgate	best	pracBces	



Educational opportunities, 1 
•  Pre-AABB	annual	meeBng	day-long	workshop	on	advances	
in	blood	product	uBlizaBon	in	trauma	

	



•  AABB	annual	meeBng	3-hour	educaBonal	session	on	pre-
hospital	blood	use	in	massive	bleeding	

Saturday,	7	October	

Educational opportunities, 2 



AABB standard revision 

5.14.1:	Recipients	
shall	receive	ABO	
group-specific	
Whole	Blood	

•  Group	O	WB	can	only	
go	to	O	recipient	

-A	
-B	



A circular series of standards 
5.14.4:	The	transfusion	service	shall	have	a	policy	concerning	
transfusion	of	components	containing	significant	amounts	of	
incompa1ble	ABO	an1bodies	or	unexpected	red	cell	an1bodies	

Group	A	recipient	
-A	 -B	

Platelet	unit	



The Cartesian circle reinvented for 2017 

I	can	transfuse	incompaBble	plasma	

I	can’t	transfuse	the	incompaBble	
plasma	in	whole	blood	



What to do? 

•  Change	standard	5.14.1	to	permit	transfusion	of	
ABO	compaBble	WB	
•  Doesn’t	make	any	sense	to	have	a	standard	that	is	
virtually	immediately	abrogated	(or	is	it?)	
•  Comments	submiNed	to	Standards	commiNee	
•  Summarily	rejected!	

•  Conference	call	being	scheduled	to	address	this	
issue	with	chairman	of	Standards	commiNee	



Towards a standard titer method 

•  Perhaps	another	limitaBon	in	implemenBng	civilian	
WB	is	lack	of	a	“safe”	Bter	threshold	for	–A	and	–B	
•  Several	quesBons	

§  Does	the	method	by	which	the	Bter	is	performed	affect	
result?	

§  Can	we	compare	Bters	between	studies	if	different	
methods	used?	

§  Which	Bter	method	is	“the	best”?	
§  Is	there	a	safe	Bter	threshold	for	incompaBble	plasma	

transfusion?	



Descartes would be displeased… 

If	Bter	method	affects	results	&	
If	there	is	no	standard	Bter	method	

How	can	we	determine	a	safe	
threshold?	



Towards a standard titer method 

•  Idea	to	convene	a	consensus	conference	of	experts	
to	determine	the	gold	standard	Bter	method	not	
supported	
•  A	subgroup	of	the	working	group	is	meeBng	to	
discuss	this	issue	
•  Perhaps	the	approach	should	be:	

§  Using	a	reasonable	Bter	threshold	(anything	<250	?)	is	
probably	beNer	than	no	threshold	

§  Chances	of	hemolysis	are	slim	anyway	
§  Pick	a	Bter	method	and	be	consistent	
§  Publish	your	results!	



What else have we been up to? 

•  Safety	of	uncrossmatched	RBC	commentary	
§  In	revision	for	submission	to	Shock	

•  CollecBon	of	data	re:	the	epidemiology	of	massive	transfusion	
•  Determining	best	pracBce	for	use	of	whole	blood,	blood	
components,	and	hemostaBc	adjuncts	for	paBents	with	severe	
bleeding	

•  Issues	related	to	pre-hospital	care	for	reimbursement	
•  Liaise	with	FDA	regarding	Review/Assessment	of	licensing	criteria	
used	by	FDA	needed	for	platelet	products	when	indicated	for	
paBents	with	bleeding	and	new	storage	soluBons	for	whole	blood	

•  Contribute	quesBons	to	AABB	naBonal	surveys	



How can you participate 
• Membership	in	the	working	party	is	currently	
set	
• Your	ideas	would	be	most	welcome	

§  We	are	collaboraBve!	
§  Your	ideas	for	standards	revisions,	policy	

statements	etc.	would	be	most	welcome	
§  Contact	me	or	Phil	anyBme	


